Minutes of Semi-Annual General Meeting of Overton Park Neighborhood Association
April 25, 2010

Meeting called to order by Association President Bob Dellamura at 5:05pm.  This meeting was a joint meeting with the Overton West Neighborhood Association.

Bob began by welcoming the following guests:  City Council representative Zim Zimmerman, neighborhood officer Charles Gonzales, and Overton West Neighborhood Association President Troy Toomey.  Bob also introduced the association officers – himself as President, Dick Abrams as Vice President, and Blake Woodard as Treasurer.

Minutes of the previous meeting had been posted on the web site and mailed to members.  The minutes were moved and approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report – Blake Woodard.

There were 73 paid members as of noon on April 25th.  Not included are members who paid prior to the meeting.  Cash on hand is $14,217.64 as of two days ago.  There are checks received in the last two days and additional members paid tonight yet to be tallied.  Expenses since the last meeting include $3,030 for street toppers and $600 for our share in the 4th of July neighborhood parade.  There were additional office expenses, and the tax return was filed on February 20th.

By-laws changes –

The changes were posted on the web and were handed out at the meeting.  The changes are as follows; Definition of who can vote (one per household), membership year changed to begin on May 1st instead of January 1st, and officers must pay dues.  Motion moved, seconded, and passed unanimously.

Zim Zimmerman then gave an update on council activities:

Event Fee - The city is considering an events ordinance which would include a requirement of $1 million in liability insurance for each event.  The daily cost is estimated at $500 - $600.  

Southwest Parkway – Arborlawn is planned to go over Southwest Parkway, so building that interchange is why Hulen and Bryant Irvin are not yet connected. Traffic changes include Hulen now down to one lane for median changes, the ramp to eastbound Vickery is closed, and Rosedale to and from I-30 is now closed.  Dirt is now moving.

Wastewater treatment plant – new plant on the west side as the sewer pipe infrastructure to the east side is not large enough to handle the projected growth.  There are three spots under construction, and a decision on which will be made in the next year.

Budget shortfall – expect a tough year.
Charles Gonzales then gave the neighborhood patrol report.  Burglaries of homes are down, but burglaries of autos is up slightly.  Bob Dellamura and Sophie Dupret are the Citizens on Patrol.

Bob then discussed the neighborhood improvement project.  XTO gave $10,000 to each neighborhood association and $50,000 jointly to be used for a neighborhood project.  Under discussion is a median improvement project between Ranchview and Briarhaven involving trees.  The estimated cost is $50,000 from Archie’s Gardenland for native plants and no irrigation.  A truck would be used for watering for the initial years.  Other estimates included bids as high as $200,000.  Other possible projects looked at include a sidewalk along Overton Park West between Ranchview and Sarita, and playground near Tanglewood.  A suggestion was made form the floor to use the Botanical Society for vetting plant choices.

Bob then gave the nominating committee report.  All sitting officers were nominated – Bob Dellamura for President, Dick Abrams for Vice President, and Blake Woodard for Treasurer.  The nominating committee did not have a nomination for Secretary.  Blake Woodard then from the floor nominated Kal Silverberg for Secretary.  It was moved and seconded to approve the officers as nominated and the motion carried by voice vote.

Bob then introduced Tim and Kathy Taylor as the new membership and communications committee chairs.  Bob is also looking for a social committee chair.
General discussion with question and answer ensued.  Blake Woodard commented that the next by-laws change will include adding a parliamentarian, and Bob asked that if anyone in the audience has expertise in that area, please let him know.  Tim Taylor asked for volunteers for Block Captains.  Kal Silverberg announced that city and school elections will be Saturday May 8th at Arborlawn United Methodist Church.  He also asked in anyone would be interested in working the election with him to let him know, as he needs an Alternate Election Judge and a bilingual clerk.  Bob Dellamura, in response to a question on the possibility of publishing a directory, said that the Association was in discussions with N2 Publications about a possible newsletter.  A decision on this possibility would be made on May 14th and there will be more information to come.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:55pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kal Silverberg

Secretary, Overton Park Neighborhood Association

