Overton Park Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes
March 9, 2008
Opening:

A regular meeting of the Overton Park Neighborhood Association was called to order at 5:30pm on 03/09/2008 held at the Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts by President Bob Dellamura.

Introductions
Bob Dellamura, President, introduced the guests to the meeting:

Chuck Silcox and Officer Gonzalez

Park & Trail Committee Report

Ryan Harrington, committee chair reviewed the groups mission:

-Assess continuous improvements to our surrounding parks and neighborhood infrastructure.


-Communicate with the neighborhood association members


-Communicate with the city

Please contact Ryan or other committee members (Henry Adams, Scott Carpenter, Steve Morrell, Betsy Price, and Donella Ware) if you have ideas or concerns

Current Projects underway

1. Overton Park East –Drainage and Erosion Control Improvements-preventing erosions along creek beds with rock baskets and native grasses.  Located on 1 side of the creek, estimated to take 75 days.

2. Trail Improvements: Replace asphalt with concrete trails from Bellaire to Ranch View, both east and west sides of the park.

3. Street Sign Caps –Estimated 6-12 month project.  Designs will be made and presented for discussion and selection at a future date.  Cost is approximately $60-70 per sign

4. Park access from interior neighborhood streets along Ranch View and Sarita Rd

5. Coordinate improvements with Tanglewood NA, specifically with regards to playground equipment.
Treasurer’s Report
Blake Woodard reviewed the finances: $75 in assests and $600 in liabilities (printing, mailing, website)
He presented a rough budge of 2008 of $5000, earmarked for signs, mailing, and neighborhood functions.

A Tax ID number and checking account are in the process of being set up.

Blake proposed a voluntary due structure of $20 per household to fund the budget.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the due structure.  The motion was passed.
Go to overtonpark-na.org for information on paying your dues.

Crime Report
Officer Gonzalez reviewed the crime statistics for the neighborhood and surrounding area.  Crime in our neighborhood is low.  Officer Gonzalez encouraged people to continue using home alarms, removing property from cars and being aware of their surroundings.  He also encouraged residents to start a Crime Watch or Citizens on Patrol to assist him in reducing crime.
Oil & Gas Lease

Bob Dellamura reviewed the history of our gas lease situation:
Late 2007: XTO offered a lease similar in terms to the one offered to Tanglewood NA

2008- Progress stalled with XTO.  Overton Park NA teamed up with Overton Woods and Overton West NAs for negotiations.  This group contacted XTO and Chesepeake and received two plans.  

As of March 2008, the offers are very similar with $100K earmarked for park improvements.

In Late Febrauary, Chesepeake purchased the Southcliff Shopping center as a location for a drill site.   XTO sites are Hulen Street Bridge, behind the Hooters and across the Trinity River by the USPS on OakPark 

Betsy Price mentioned that prices have not traditionally declined in neighborhoods being drilled, except for Rural areas where the well heads sit.  For more information visit tad.org

A motion was made to accept the XTO offer.  It was not seconded.

Membership
Angela Crowly will be coordinating delivery of fliers with information about dues.
Communication will be done via a block captain system.  If you are interested in being a block captain, contact Angela.

Information will also be disseminated via email.  If you wish to be notified via email, please give her your email.

Other Business

The Vice President position is vacant.  Bob opened the floor for nominations.  Red Goldstein was nominated and refused the nomination.

Richard Abrams volunteered to fill the position.   A motion was made and seconded to accept Richard as the VP.  The motion passed.
Adjournment:

Meeting was adjourned at 6:49pm by Bob Dellamura. 

Respectfully submitted .
Joy Peglar

Secretary

