Overton Park Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes
October 18, 2009
Opening:

A regular meeting of the Overton Park Neighborhood Association was called to order at 5:30pm on 10/18/2009 held at the Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts by President Bob Dellamura.

Introductions
Bob Dellamura, President, introduced the guests to the meeting:

Zim Zimmerman and Officer Gonzalez

Meeting minutes from the last neighborhood association meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made to file the minutes.  The motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report
Blake Woodard reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.  OPNA has approximately $17,000 cash in the account.  One check is outstanding in the amount of $3030 to the city of Fort Worth for 51 sign toppers.  This has been our biggest expense to date.

OPNA funds come primarily from member dues and advertising on meeting fliers.  Our largest donation was $10,000 from XTO.  We have slightly more than 150 dues paying members, over 25% of the homeowners.

The 501(c)4 status was filed in May, 2009 and approval was granted in August 2009.  Articles of Association were presented.  The motion carried.  The Articles of Association are required for our 501(c)4 status with the IRS.

City Councilman’s Report
Zim Zimmerman, the District 3 councilman and Brenda Silcox, District 3 Representative for CCPD Board (Crime Control Prevention District) spoke about the passage of CCPD tax on the ballot 11/3/2009.  Homeowners were encouraged to pass the ballot measure.  The CCPD funds the COP Program, gang unit, graffiti abatement, school police, and NPOs.    Brenda Silcox encouraged residents to attend the COP classes.

Zim Zimmerman discussed the speed control (traffic humps) policy.  No new humps will be put in this year.  Next fiscal year a new policy will be in place for installing the devices.  To remove existing speed humps 50% of the homeowners association need to request their removal.
The traffic situation at Fieldcrest and Hulen was discussed.  Traffic at school arrival and dismissal was a concern for some homeowners.  Officer Gonzalez will talk to the school officials to determine if any action needs to be taken.

Crime Report
Officer Gonzalez reviewed the crime statistics for the neighborhood and surrounding area.  Crime in our neighborhood is low.  The crime reports are posted on the OPNA website.  Bob Dellamura encouraged residents to join the COPs program.  The neighborhood association will once again request a security guard for the Tom Thumb shopping center from Crawford Edwards.
Park & Trail Committee Report

Ryan Harrington displayed the street sign toppers to be installed in the neighborhood.  The committee is still working on the Master Plan for Overton Park with the city of Fort Worth.  Residents with suggestions for the plan or who wish to join the committee are encouraged to contact Ryan.  OPNA will be working with other area neighborhood associations (Tanglewood, Overton West, Stonegate) and the Parks department to create a master plan to improve the park.  XTO has earmarked $50,000 for this project.  Possible improvements include trails, playgrounds or other features.  Suggestions from the floor included water fountains and signage for bikers.

Traffic Committee
Lionel Duprat discussed the work done by the committee with the Neighborhood Traffic Management Program.  The program covers speed and/or volume of traffic only, not safety issues.  The priorities identified by the committee are
1. Reduce speed along Ranch View and allow for safe Pedestrian and Bike Traffic

2. Reduce speed along Overton Park East, especially by Foster Park entrance

3. Volume measurements on Arborlawn and Sarita Dr to determine current usage.

4. Briarhaven volume measurements

A motion was made to accept the list of priorities.  The motion carried.

The intersection at Arborlawn and Hulen was mentioned as a confusing intersection.  Zim Zimmerman requested an email be sent to him, so he could address it with the city.

Newsletter
Blake Woodard introduced Brooke Bennett of N2 Publishing.  N2 Publishing will be printing a 30-40 page monthly magazine/newsletter for the Overton Park area.  The neighborhood controls editorial content on 25 pages: articles, pictures, recipes, etc.  There is no cost to the neighborhood association.  Advertising is sold to cover expenses.  Bob Dellamura encouraged residents to participate in the publication committee.
Other Business

The Articles of Association were reviewed by Bob Dellamura.  A motion was made by Vivian Faxel to accept them.  The motion carried.
Adjournment:

Meeting was adjourned at 6:25pm by Bob Dellamura. 

Respectfully submitted .
Joy Nelson
Secretary

